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SENATE BI LL 6115

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Brandland, Rasnussen, Holmuist, Kauffman, C enents,
Hobbs, MCaslin, Berkey, Marr, Delvin, Shin, Roach, Regala, Stevens,
Swecker, Benton, Hargrove, Spanel, Hewitt and Kline

Read first tinme 02/22/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to special education safety net awards; addi ng new
sections to chapter 28A. 155 RCW creating new sections; providing an
expiration date; and maki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds the current specia
education safety net process needs to be nodified in order to ease the
adm ni strative burden on school districts and to nake the process nore
transparent and streanlined. It is the intent of the legislature to
mai ntain the requirenent that a school district operate effective and
efficient special education prograns in order to be eligible for a
special education safety net award, but at the sane tinme, the
|l egislature intends to make the application and grant process |ess
cunbersonme and tinme consumng. It is further the purpose of this act
to provide additional funds through the special education safety net to
assist districts with extraordi nary hi gh-cost needs students.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:
A state special education safety net oversight commttee is
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established to be appointed by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction. In appointing nenbers to the commttee, the office
of the superintendent of public instruction shall seek recomendati ons
fromthe Washi ngton state school directors' association, the Washi ngton
parent teacher association, the Wshington association of school
adm ni strators, the Washi ngton school principals' association, and the

office of financial nanagenent. The special education safety net
oversight commttee shall have a maxi num of fourteen nenbers, exclusive
of alternatives, and shall include the follow ng:

(1) One staff person from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction;

(2) One staff person from the office of the state auditor, who
shall be a nonvoting nenber of the conmittee; and

(3) U to twelve representatives from school districts or
educational service districts knowl edgeable in special education
prograns and fundi ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

Safety net funds shall be awarded by the state special education
safety net oversight conmmttee subject to the follow ng conditions and
limtations:

(1) The conmmttee shall consider unnmet needs for districts that can
convincingly denonstrate that all legitimte expenditures for special
education exceed all available revenues from state funding formulas.
In the determnation of need, the commttee shall also consider
addi tional available revenues from federal sources. Differences in
program costs attributable to district philosophy, service delivery
choi ce, or accounting practices are not a legitimate basis for safety
net awar ds.

(2) The commttee shall then consider the extraordi nary high-cost
needs of one or nore individual speci al education students.
Differences in costs attributable to district philosophy, service
delivery choice, or accounting practices are not a legitimte basis for
safety net awards.

(3) The <commttee shall then consider extraordinary costs
associated wwth communities that draw a | arger nunber of famlies with
children in need of special education services.
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(4) Safety net awards nust be adjusted for any audit findings or
exceptions related to special education funding.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
necessary to adm ni ster the special education safety net award process.
I n adopting such rules, the superintendent shall ensure the application
process to access funding for high-cost students is streanlined,
tinelines for submssion are not in conflict, feedback to school
districts is tinmely and provides sufficient information to all ow school
districts to know what they need to do to correct any deficiencies in
their safety net application, and that there is consistency between
awar ds approved by school districts and by application period. The
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction shall also provide
techni cal assistance to school districts to assist them in preparing
and submtting their special education safety net application.

On an annual basis, the superintendent shall survey districts
regarding their satisfaction wth the safety net process and
i ncor porate feedback to inprove the safety net process. Each year by
Decenber 1st, the superintendent shall prepare and submt a report to
the office of financial managenent and the appropriate policy and
fiscal commttees of the legislature that summari zes the survey results
and changes nmade to the safety net process as a result of the school
di strict feedback

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) In addition to the responsibilities in
section 3 of this act, the state special education safety net oversight
commttee, wth the assistance of the office of the superintendent of
public instruction, shall conduct further evaluation of issues raised
in the recently conpleted review of the special education excess cost
accounting procedures by the office of the superintendent of public
instruction and the 2006 report of the joint legislative audit and
review conmttee report on the accounting of special education excess
costs. Specifically, the state special education safety net oversight
comm ttee shall evaluate options for nodifying or replacing the current
accounting nethodology in place for the 2005-06 school year in a way
that better reflects the special education program funding and
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spendi ng. By Novenber 1, 2008, the oversight commttee shall submt a

report to the office of financial nmnanagenent and the appropriate policy

and fiscal commttees of the legislature outlining the options for

replacing the current excess cost nethod. ©One of the options wll be

based on, to the maxi num extent appropriate, a full cost accounti ng.
(2) This section expires June 30, 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The sumof twenty-five mllion dollars,
or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal
year endi ng June 30, 2008, fromthe general fund to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction for the purposes of special
education safety net awards to school districts pursuant to this act.

(2) The sumof twenty-five mllion dollars, or as nuch thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2009, from the general fund to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction for the purposes of special education safety net
awards to school districts pursuant to this act.

(3) The funds appropriated in this section are in addition to any
speci al education safety net funds appropriated in section 507 of the
omni bus appropriations act, chapter . . . (SB 5140), Laws of 2007. Any
funds fromthis appropriation not expended for special education safety
net awards shall be distributed to school districts under section
507(5) of the ommi bus appropriations act, chapter . . . (SB 5140), Laws
of 2007.

~-- END ---
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